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A Finer Point of View...
I would like to start my first dialogue as
president of the IDA by saying what a
privilege it will be to spend the next
year in this position. I am fortunate to
have been preceded by several
outstanding individuals that have made
this position easier, Robert Linares, Joe
Tabling, Joe Haag and Andre Spelbrink.
I have been so fortunate to serve under
these gentlemen as an officer and board
member. I have also been involved with
the current officers and board members
and I can guarantee you the IDA is in a
very felicitous position. The IDA
membership has done well in electing
these individuals to guide and lead our
organization into the future.
Member as defined by Random House
Unabridged Dictionary is a person,
animal, plant, group, etc that is part of
a society, party, community, taxon, or
other body. Participation, as defined by
the same source is an act or instance of
participating, the fact of taking part, as
in some action or attempt or a sharing
as in benefits or profits. With that being
said I would like to issue a challenge to
the IDA membership. Participate! I have
belonged to the IDA for close to 10
years and been fortunate enough to
have attended the last 9 annual
meetings. At every one of those
meetings, we discuss several issues as
well as have a roundtable discussion to
entertain the participating members
ideas on how to continue making the
IDA a stronger Association as a whole,
more useful Association to the
membership and an annual meeting
that is an accession of value.
The IDA board has heard several ideas
and acted upon those ideas, such as
wanting to interface with end users at
the annual meetings. So what did the
board do, we sought out companies &
speakers like Jim Campbell at Pratt &
Whitney or David Yen at Delphi to not
only educate, but also offer an
opportunity for a foot in the door with
these companies. Other requests for
educational speakers to offer ideas on
improving our own businesses, resulted
in speakers such as economist Gina
Martin of Wachovia Bank, Foreign Trade
& Kimberley Process experts Maria
Iseman and Wendy Peebles from the US
Census Bureau and Chuck Mers from
Colonial Insurance speaking on
employer supplemental benefits to
employees. No discussion goes by
without action. In regard to the constant
improvement of the IDA website, our
Executive Director Terry Kane has made
it very user friendly, very interactive,
gave it a product and services
information search engine for member
companies and added a “members
only” link to provide literature, market
information and proprietary
information accessible only to IDA

members. The list goes on, a copulation
of global standards for sizing of
diamond and CBN mesh products by
Ion Benea of Engis (see article this
issue), a long overdue certificate course
is being established with the guidance
of Monica Jones from Action
Superabrasives, a renewed interest
reestablishing the statistical reporting
program headed by Tim Keene of
Wendt and the list goes on!
I appreciate the great efforts of all of the
individuals above, as well as all assisting
in these programs. These efforts
combined with many not mentioned
are what has helped make this
organization healthy and strong since
1946. Participation as defined above can
be as simple as an act or instance of
participating like attending the
upcoming 2008 Annual Meeting and
Intertech conference. Participation as
defined above as in taking some
action like volunteering for the board
or volunteering for one of the
committees, The last element of
participation is a sharing of benefits
or profits such as participating in the
statistical program or sharing knowledge
in the certificate course.
The IDA is in a strong and healthy
position, but it can be of greater
influence and contribute more to the
industry and each of its members with
more member participation and more
new members from the industry. If you
are currently a member, get involved
more and if you are not an IDA
member join today… Together we have
a stronger voice in the industry and can
contribute to the greater good for all
members.
Sincerely,

David Simpson, President
Industrial Diamond Association of America

PRESIDENT
David Simpson

Industrial Diamond
Association of
America, Inc.
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New And Improved Versus Established And Proven
I just celebrated my sixth anniversary as Executive Director of the Industrial Diamond
Association. Thankfully I am just as excited and pumped up today as I was in 2001. I have
seen a number of changes as the technology and research of our industry continues to be
innovative and far-reaching. It seems every month someone is calling me about a new
product or material that “rivals” diamond or approaches the hardness of cubic boron
nitride. While many of these are unproven by independent research or simply one-time
laboratory successes, it still says that this industry is not sitting on its collective hands but
pushing the envelope of what could be the next big breakthrough. This keeps our industry
fresh and exciting…

New superabrasive products aren’t the only innovations; new applications and new
workpiece materials are being introduced as well. I recently attended a meeting and listened
to one scientist describe a new abrasive
cutting tool material and then later in
the day heard an aerospace engineer talk
about a new material being introduced
for an aircraft component and a new
machine design for the manufacture of
an intricate part. Likely the scientist and
engineer would be having discussions by
the day’s end.

Even as the new and improved are
waiting to be unveiled, the established
and proven are making inroads and
setting new application standards. Since I
have the opportunity to review abstracts
and papers that are submitted for each
INTERTECH I have seen current
applications for sawing, machining or
grinding being looked at from different
perspectives. Too many times we hear the
old line: “I’ve heard about this before” or
“That’s old news, we did that in (fill in
the year)”. While many of the topics
seem old news, this is usually not the
case. A different or revisited perspective
sometimes leads to very eye opening
results. For instance, metal coatings have
been used for many years to improve the
performance of crystals and cutting tools,
but new alloys and combinations are still
changing the application results for the
better.

Bonding materials have been around as
far back as the first use of diamond in a
grinding wheel or sawblade, but
companies continue to expound on the
capabilities and performance of “new”
resin bonds and innovative electroplated
or metal bond processes. I read as many
articles and press releases as I can to sort
out the truth from the tale and the facts
from the figment. I have to admit;
sometimes it is a daunting task!

One truth has come through over and
over again… if one person says it can be
done or can be made or can perform…
another person will surely make it
happen. As we start receiving abstracts
for INTERTECH 2008 I read each
submission with great interest because in
every paper there is that gem waiting to
be uncovered. The new and improved
ideas of today will soon be the
established and proven products of
yesterday … now that’s exciting!

Editorial

TERRY KANE, Editor
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IDA 61ST ANNUAL MEETING HELD IN LAS VEGAS
New Officers and Board announced for 2007 term
PRESIDENT
David M. Simpson
Sumitomo Electric Carbide Diamond Group

VICE PRESIDENT
Martin Deakins
Diamond Innovations

SECRETARY/TREASURER
Ion C. Benea
Engis Corporation

PAST PRESIDENT
Robert Linares
Apollo Diamond, Inc.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
William R. Herbst (07-09) Edward E. Galen (04-06) Maury Brassert (06-08)
Advanced Superabrasives, Inc. Cinetic Landis Grinding Corp.–CITCO Products Tyrolit Wickman, Inc.
Dwayne (Mike) Mustin (07-09) David L. Edwards (05-07) R. Christian Winkel (06-08)
American Superabrasives Corp. Syntech Superabrasives, Inc. Worldwide Superabrasives

The IDA Annual Meeting featured a tremendous speaker list including James Campbell from Pratt &
Whitney, Dr. Ajay Malshe from NanoMech, Dr. Mahendra K. Sunkara from the University of Louisville,
Gina Martin from Wachovia Bank plus Wendy Peebles and Jerome Greenwell from the US Trade Bureau.
The talks gave attendees an excellent insight to new technological breakthroughs for diamond and cBN
as well as new materials and applications in aerospace. Ms Martin took the attendees through an
excellent review of the current economy and projections for the coming years and our speakers from the
Trade Bureau updated us on the Kimberley Process and directed members to ways they can improve the
Harmonization Code reporting system. The IDA Business Meeting was packed with new projects and
suggestions led by the development of the new Certificate Course with SME and updates in our
Standards Documents (see article in this issue). The Executive Director pointed out many highlights and
provided an overall glowing report on the IDA status and programs. Everyone is excited about 2008 with
the upcoming INTERTECH and Annual Meeting in Orlando May of 2008. All in all, everyone enjoyed the
meeting, gleaned many useful ideas and shared some quality time with their peers.

ABC SUPERABRASIVES LAUNCHES NEW WEBSITE - ABC Superabrasives, a
manufacturing unit of Saint Gobain - with over 60 years of service in
the surface conditioning industry has announced the launch of their
new web site – www.abcsuperabrasives.com . ABC Superabrasives
manufactures the finest Natural, Synthetic and CBN Superabrasives

available to industry today. For more information visit our web site or contact us Toll free: 800.368.5155

AUSTRALIAN SCIENTISTS AND OPTICAL ENGINEERS WILL
BE MAKING A PERFECT SPHERE THAT MAY ONE DAY
REDEFINE THE KILOGRAM – The kilogram is one of seven base units in the
International System (SI) used in science, commerce and everyday life. However, it is the
only one still defined by a physical object – a lump of metal, known as the International
Prototype, sitting in a vault in France. All the others

have moved with the scientific times and are defined in terms of a
fundamental constant of nature so anyone anywhere can reproduce
them and they do not change over time. Under the auspices of the
International Bureau of Weights and Measures (BIPM), near Paris, the
decision has been made that international effort will focus on two
ways of redefining the kilogram: one of which involves making a
perfect sphere from a single crystal of exceptionally pure silicon. The
work will be done with the close cooperation of Australia’s National
Measurement Institute (NMI) and CSIRO’s Australian Centre for
Precision Optics (ACPO), which share the same site in the Sydney
suburb of Lindfield.

FORGING PRESS REPAIRS MAXIMIZES UPTIME, IMPROVES PLANT
PERFORMANCE - Sheffield heavy engineering company, DavyMarkham, has unrivalled experience
in remedial press repairs and is gearing up its service to meet increasing demand from this sector. There
is also an ongoing need for preventative and predictive maintenance to offset
the risk of column failures, broken shafts, worn-out gears and other failed
press components that could bring an abrupt halt to production and profits.
Thanks to its manufacturing heritage, comprehensive inspection capability
and indepth understanding of modern engineering materials, DavyMarkham
is able to provide an expert service that can return machinery to as-new or
even superior condition, in considerably less time and at significantly less
cost than sourcing new equipment. Further enquiries 
to DavyMarkham at Prince of Wales Road, 
Sheffield S9 4EX, telephone 0114 244 9971, 
email kevin.parkin@davymarkham.com

NEWS
andnotes
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July 16-20, 2007 
Semicon West 
San Francisco, CA
www.semi.org

July 22-27, 2007 
Defects in Semiconductors 
Hyatt Regency Hotel
Albuquerque, New Mexico, USA
www.semiconductors.co.uk/icds24/index.htm

July 25-28, 2007 
www.eastpo.net

August 23-24, 2007
CSDA B&C Meeting 

Ritz-Carlton Hotel 
Phoenix, AZ 

September 9-14, 2007 
18th European Conference on
Diamond, Diamond-Like Materials,
Carbon Nanotubes, and Nitrides 
Berlin, Germany
www.diamond-conference.elsevier.com

September 17-22, 2007 
EMO Hannover 
www.emo-hannover.de

September 19-20, 2007 
DISKCON USA 2007 
Santa Clara, CA
www.idema.org

September 26-28, 2007 
International Symposium on Advances
in Abrasive Technology 
ISAAT2007 at SME International 
Grinding Conference
Hyatt Regency
Dearborn, MI USA
For information:
http://www.sme.org/isaat2007

October 3-6, 2007 
GRIND TEC USA 
Toll Free: 800-559-5252
Fax: 828-689-9338
http://www.grindtecusa.com/index.php

October 16-19, 2007
Wire South East Asia 

Bangkok International 
Trade & Exhibition
Centre (BITEC)
Bangkok, Thailand 
www.wire-
southeastasia.com

November 7-9, 2007 
China World Trade Center
Beijing, P.R. China
http://www.wireasia.com.cn

November 8-9, 2007 
CSDA B&C Meetings 
Renaissance Fort Lauderdale Hotel
Fort Lauderdale, FL
CSDA at 727-577-5004 or visit
www.csda.org

November 11-14, 2007
Industrial Diamond Association
FABTECH International & AWS Welding
Show 2007 
Society of Manufacturing Engineers
(SME) McCormick Place
Chicago, IL USA

November 13-15, 2007 
Sawing & Drilling 101 Training 
St. Petersburg College 
Clearwater, FL
CSDA at 727-577-5004 or visit
www.csda.org

November 14-15, 2007 
Estimating Training 
St. Petersburg College 
Clearwater, FL
CSDA at 727-577-5004 or visit
www.csda.org

CALENDAR EVENTS for 2008

January 21-25, 2008 
World of Concrete 2008 
Las Vegas Convention Center
Las Vegas, NV
http://www.worldofconcrete.com

MAY 3-4, 2008
Industrial Diamond Association 

of America
Annual Meeting

The Contemporary Resort
Orlando, Florida USA
www.superabrasives.org

MAY 5-7, 2008
The Contemporary Resort

Orlando, Florida USA
www.intertechconference.com

June 8-12, 2008 
MPIF/APMI 2008 World Congress on
Powder Metallurgy & Particulate
Materials 
Gaylord National Resort & 
Convention Center
National Harbor on the Potomac
Washington, DC
www.mpif.org

To have your event or conference listed,
please send information to:
Finer Points Event Calendar 

P.O. Box 29460, Columbus OH 43229
Fax 614-797-2264 or 

email: tkane-ida@insight.rr.com
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